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St. MAT TE v. 16. 


Lt jour Light fo ſhine Before N ſen, that 


they may ſee your good 2 and glo- 
rifie your Father which i is in Heaven. 


HESE Words : are a Precept op 
Command of our Bleſſed Saviour 
to his Diſciples, and in them to 
all true Chriſtians, rounded up- 
on that Relation which, in the three ſore- 
going Verſes, He ſu poſes them to bear to- 
wards the reſt of the W Wy Te are, _ 

e, 


7 2 * * 6 
— * 2 l - +6 2 * * * 
* * 9 p 4 9 * 
* * 
3 


- 4 
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He, the Salt of the Earth; but F the Salt 
have loſt its ſavour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalt- 
ed? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 
caſt out and to bg tragden ander Foot of Men. 
Te are the Light of the, World: a City that is 
ſet on an Hill cannot be hid. Neither do Men 
light 4 Candle and put it under a Buſhel, but 
on a Candleſtict, and it giveth Light unto all 
| that are in the Houſe, The Delign of all 
which is to ſhew, that 185 N of 
Chriſt are Perſons diftinguifhed ffom the 
reſt of Mankind, by ſomething in their 
Lives and Converſations which bears an 
Analogy to thoſe two Things which are of 
ſo great Uſe and Benefit in humane Life, 
Salt and Light ; and by conſequence, when 
He applies theſe. two metaphorical. Appel- 
lations to them, He plainly intimates, that 
_——— tolook; upon themſelves as de- 
ſigned by Gop for the Benefit of others. 
The great End of the Goſpel being the Re- 
formation of Mankind from chat Share of 
Ignorance and Corruption into which they 
were fallen, thoſe who profeſs it in Truth 
and Sincerity, are aptly enough compared 
to Salt, which ſeaſons other things, à 


and 
igt, 


keeps them from Corruption; and to Li 
which is deſigned to ſhew Men the Way 
wherein they ſhould walk, inaſmuch as 
they are deſigned; to keep the depraved 
World from growing worſe, and both by 
the Light of their Converſation and Inſtru- 


ction 
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Aion. to reclaim as many as they can from 
the Ignorance of Gop and the Ways of 
Wickedneſs, and reduce them into the 
Way of Salvation. Theſe two Metaphors 


of Salt and Light, and the Precept in my 


Text, wiich is grounded upon the latter of 
them, may indeed ſeem to belong more 
peculiarly and eminently to the Apoſtles, 
and thoſe firſt Diſciples f Chriſt to whom 
He was then ſpeaking, and by whom He 
intended that the Light of the Goſpel 
ſhould firſt ſhine unto the World; and by 
conſequence, thoſe whoſe Office it is more 
eſpecially to preach the Goſpel to others, 
and to; inſtruct them in the Ways of Piety 


and Virtue, may be thought to be princi- 


pally concerned; and, ſo no doubt they 
are in ſome reſpect, and therefore ought to 
Shew themſelves a Pattern of gaod Works, 
that thoſe who are of the contrary Part may be 
aſhamed, having no; evil thing to ſay oft them, 
Tit. ü. 7. But then, this does not hinder 
but that the Precept it (elf is deſigned for 
all Chriſtians, inaſmuch as they all are (ac- 
cording to St. Peter,) 4 choſen Generation, 4 
royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a petuliar Peo- 
ple, that ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him 
who hath called them out of Darkneſs into his 


marvellous Light, 1 Pet. ii. 9. Every Man 


therefore, who profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, 
ought to look-upon the Words of the Text 

28 ſpoken to him, that he ſhould Let bis 
0 Light 


li 


| 
| 
| 


bis good Works,” and gladifie his Father which 


others may be. edified by his Example, or 


it appear, by their Practice of every Vir- | 
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Ligli ſo ſhine before Men, that they may "ſts 


ee und eee, in 


* 


ing forthe to them, 1 ſhall obſerve, | 


I. That it is the Duty of every Chrifti- 


III. That the Means of doing this moſt 
effectually is, by making them ſe our 
en nds 


III. That the End intended hy this, 
_ - ought to be the Glory of Gov: Aſter 
- which, I ſhall endeavour to apply 
the whole of this to the preſent Oc- 
caſion. ISL e een en 


I. That it is the Duty of every Chriſti. 
an, in his Station, to behave himſelſ ſo, that 


may by his Means be brought to take no- 
tice of ſomething excellent in the Chriſti- 
an Religion. This is letting their Light 
ſhine before Men, when Chriſtians make 


tue, that they are effectually inſtructed in 
a more divine and heavenly Doctrine than 
other Men. Now that it is every Chri- 
ſtian Man's Duty to endeavour after _ 

| M0 


57 


— —— 7 
of of whatever Rank he be in rhe n 
en 5G 

2 From the Nature, Nag; 181 Deſign 
of the Goſpel, and the frequent 
Commands in it to this purpoſe. 


ö 


2. From the great Dangers which thoſs 
Chriſtians incur, who do not exceed 
Heathens and dare in their 
| Converſation. 


1. From the Nature, End, and Def ign 
of the Goſpel, and the frequent Commands 
in it to this purpoſe. The very End of our 
Saviour's Coming into the World was, to 
ſave us from our Sins, to redeem ns from our 
vain Converſation, and to make us 4 pecd- 
liar People zealous of good Works. If there: | 
fore in our Lives and Manners, we riſe not - 


3 > oh * 2 « 


above the the Level of Heathens and Un- 
1. believers, the great Deſign of the Goſpel is 
t loſt upon us. Newneſs of Life, is that 
Ir which Chriſtianity principally aims at, 
and which our blefſed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles every where preſs upon us as of 
abſolute Neceſſity, and which we our ſelves 
e promiſed when we entred into the Chri- 
r. ftian Covenant in Baptiſm, whereby 5 | 
d 


in were made Members of a Society inſtituxe 
in by Chriſt for the Reformation of Man be 
1 but if no Reſormation of Life follows this 


0p Pro- 
of oy 
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' Profeſſion, if we make no difference in our 
Manners between Chriſtianity and Hea- 
theniſm, if we continue to live as the Gen- 
tiles which know not Gop, we then do 
as much as we:can to fruſtrate the End of 

Chriſt's Coming into the World. That 
we ſhould endeavour to be perfect as aur 
Heavenly Father is perfect, is the Command 
of our Saviour ; and though this be higher 
than we can attain, yet we may be conti- 


nearer we come to the Image of the Di- 
vine Perfection, ſo much the more Exem- 
plary will our Converſation be in all Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. St. Peter 
warns Chriſtians as obedient Children, not 


to faſhion themſelves according to the former. 


Luſts, in their heathen ignorance: But as He 
which hath called you, ſays he, is holy, ſo be ye 


holy in all manner of Converſation ; Becauſe it is 


V. 


written, Be ye holy, for J am holy, 1 Pet. i. 


14, 15. And again he tells us, that the 
exceeding great and pretious Promiſes of 


ruption that is in the World through Laſt; 


things — that ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, 

the Sons of God, without Rebuke, in the midſt of 

a crookea and perverſe Nation, among mhm 

je ſbine as Lights in the World: 9 
: Tort 


nually growing on towards it; and the 


the Goſpel are given unto us for this Rea- 
fon, that we might be Partakers of the. 
Divine Nature, having eſcaped the Cor-. 


And St. Paal exhorts the Philippians, Do all 


** 
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forth the Word of Life, that I may rejoige in 
the Day of Chriſt, that I have not run in 
vain, neither labored in vain, Phil. ii. 1 6, 16. 
intimating thereby, that if they did not in 
z very remarkable Manner excel thoſe 
who had not received the Faith of Chriſt, 
his Labour among them would have been 
loft. And indeed, if we do but ' conſider, 
that our bleſſed Saviour hath ſet the Du- 
ties of Morality in a clearer Light, raiſed 


them to a greater Perfection, and hound 


them upon his Followers by ſtronger Ob- 
ligations, than either the Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 
tion did, or Heathen Philoſophy couid do, 
we need not wonder at thoſe many Pre- 
cepts of his Apoſtles which enjoin Chriſtians 
to excel all other Men in their Lives ; the 
whole Tendency of the Goſpel being to 


make them ſo much better, as they are 


more acquainted with the Mind and Will. 
of Gop, which is their Sanctiſication. And 
upon this Account the Name of Saints, in 
the Writings of the Apoſtles, is ſo uſually 
put for the Name of Chriſtians in general; 
thoſe who are called Chriſtians, being by 
their Profeſſion called to be Saints, and ſup- 
poſed, while they continue Chriſtians, to be 
ſuch: And their Obligation to this appears 


further, 


2. From the great Dangers which thoſe 
Chriſtians incur, who do not exceed Hea- 
thens and Unbelievers in their Converſa» 
| [20 = tion. 


10 DA Sermon Preached to the Societies 


—_— — 


tion. Our TE not only tells us, Ex- 
pt your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſe 
00 of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into the Kingdom 7 Heaven, Matt. 


v. 20. or be Partakers of that Happineſs 


which the Goſpel promiſes; but He alſo 
declares concerning thoſe Cities which 
had ſeen his Works, and heard his Doctrine, 
and yet were not reformed by it, that it 
ſhould be more tolerable for Tyre and Tidon, 
yea, for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the Day of 
Judgment, than for them, Matt. xi. 20. And St. 
Peter, ſpeaking of ſuch pretended Chriſtian 
as had once eſcaped from them that live 
in Error, but were again drawn away by 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, ſays, that If after 
they have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, 
through the 18 of the Lord and Sa- 


v jour Jeſus Chriſt, they are again entangled 


therein, and overcome, the latter end is worſe 
with them than the beginning. For it had 
been better for them not to have known the 
Way of Righteouſneſs, than after they have 
knows it, to turn from the holy Command- 
ment delivered unto them, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. 
And the Reaſon for this is plain, becauſe 
where Gop has given greater Meaſures of 
Light and Knowledge of his Nature, 
greater Helps and Aſſiſtances to Virtue and 
Holineſs, He expects a greater Improve- 
ment; which cannot otherwiſe appear, but 
by a more eminent Degree of real Sanctity, 
4 ky ang. 
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and a more ſtrict Conformity of our Lives f 
to the Purity of his Nature. Upon this 
Account, as the Doctrine of the Goſpel is 
frequently called Light in the ſacred Wri- 
tings ; ſo the general Inference from it is, 
| That we ſhould caſt off the Works of Dark- 
neſs, and walk as Children of Light ; and that 
this is the Condemnation, that Light is come 
into the World, and Men loved Darkneſs ra- 
there than Light, becauſe their Works are evil. 
Every thing that is reprovable or blame- 
worthy is made manifeſt- and condemned 
by this Light. And therefore St. Paul earn- 
eſtly teſtified in the Lord, to all ſuch as had 
received it, that they ſhould not walk, as 
other Gentiles walk, in the Vanity of their 
Mind, having their Underſtanding darkned, 
being alienated from the Life of God 
through the Ignorance that is in them, 
Eph. iv. 17. And bids them take 
care that »o Man ſhould deceive them 
with vain words; ſinee no wicked Man 
hath any Inheritance in the Rjngdom 
of Chriſt and of God. Whatever Promiſes of 
Life there are in the Goſpel, to thoſe that 
believe and obey ; yet the Wrath of God 
is therein moſt evidently revealed from Hea- 
ven againft all Ungoalineſs and Unrighteou(- 
neſs of Men, who hold the Truth in Unrigh- 
teouſneſs. Heavy then will their Judgment : 
be, who profeſs to be Chriſtians, and yer 5 
live no better than Heathens and Unbe- 
| "2 WS lievers; 


. . 8 f 8 ; 
arena... 
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lievers: But are fo far from letting their 
Light ſhine before Men, to the Glory of God, 
that by their wicked Lives, they tauſe the 
way of God to be evil ſpoken of. 
But as we thus ſee the Neceſſity that lies 
upon all Chriſtians, in their ſeveral Stations, 
to edifie others by their good Examples; 
ſo we are toconfider, hed 
If. The Means of doing this, and that 
is, by making them ſee oar good Works : By 
which we are to underſtand, not only a 
bare abſtaining Irom thoſe open Immora- 
lities and ſcandalous Practices which ac- 
companied the Heathen Ignorance and Ido- 
latry, wherein they gave themſelves over 
to Laſciviouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs: But farther, ſuch a real 
and ſincere Exerciſe of every Virtue, and 
eſpecially of thoſe which tend to the Good 
of others, as may make it appear, that we 
deſign by our Lives and Actions to db 
them all real Kindneſs, and that we have 
a true Concern for their Happineſs and 
Welfare, as well as for our own. And to 
this purpoſe ler it be conſidered, 

1. That the fincere Practice of every 
Virtue, even of thoſe Virtues which more 
directly concern our own Behaviour in a 
Private Life, is yet in ſome Senſe a good 
Work, and ſuch as thoſe with whom we 
converſe, cannot avoid obſerving ; of this 
kind are Humility, Modeſty, Patience, 

, Lo Meek- 
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Meekneſs, Temperance, Chaſtity, and the 
like. The Practice of theſe cannot be hid, 
though we uſe no artiſſce to ſhew it, be- 
cauſe the contrary to them are manifeſt 
Vices. Now theſe Virtues we are every 
where in the New - Teſtament command 
ed to adorn our Chriſtian Proſeſſion with- 
al; that is, to practiſe them ſo conſtantly, 
that Chriſtianity may gain Credit and Repu- 
tation, by produeing ſuch good Effects in us. 
Even Servants are, by St. Paul, commanded 
ſo to demean themſelves towards their Ma- 
ſters, though Unbelievers, by their Obe- 
dience, Patience, and all good Fidelity; 
that they may adorn the Doctrine of God our 
' Saviour in all things. Becauſe the Grace of 
God, which bringeth Salvation to all, appeared 
for this purpoſe, that it might teach us to deny 
Uneoilineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſober, 
1 righteoufly, and goaly in this preſent Worla 
Tit. ii. 10, 11, 12. And when it has this 
effect upon us in every Station of Life, it 
muſt by degrees win upon the Minds of 
thoſe who are otherwiſe Strangers, or even 
Enemies to our Profeſſion. And when we 
have laid this Foundation, then let it be 
conſidered, „ f 

2. That there is yet a further Degree of 
good Works, properly ſo called, in which 
the Light of a Chriſtian ought more emi- 
nently to ſhine before Men; and thoſe are, 
Works of Mercy and Compaſſion, of Cha- 
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rity. and Beneficence to Mankind, Not 
only ſuch; Acts of Bounty and  Liberality 
as are deſigned to make the temporal Lives 
df Men in Diſtreſs more eaſie and comſort- 
able to them; but ſuch likewiſe as tend to 
reclaim them from their wicked Courſes, 
To open their Eyes, and to turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Sa- 
tan unto God. Theſe things have a real Tis 
tle to the Name of good Works, becauſe 
they-tend to the greateft Good and Benefit 
of Men; and Chriſtians are obliged in a ve- 
ry particular, manner to be exemplary in 
them, becauſe they are by their Profeſſion 
bound to be. Followers of Chriſt, of whom 
this compendious Character is given by the 
Apoſtle, that He went about doing Good, 
Adds x. 38. He ſpared no Pains, Ae 
no Opportunities of benefitting Mankind. 
He made it his Buſineſs to heal the Sick, 
to inſtruct the Ignorant, to give Aſſiſtance 
both to the corporal and ſpiritual Neceſſities 
of Men, to advance the Kingdom of God in 
1 the World, and to deſtroy the Works of 
1 the Devil. And therefore they are cer- 
tainly his trueſt Followers and Diſciples, 
who make it their care and ſtudy, not on- 
Jy that the temporal Wants of thoſe that 
are in Neceſſity may be ſupplied, but that 
the corrupt Manners of Men may be re- 
formed; that a Senſe of God and Religion 
may more and more prevail; that the Ig- 
| | norant 
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norant may be inſtructed, the Vicious cor- 

reed and reclaimed, the bold and daring 
Sinners diſcouraged and puniſhed; that 
thereby the Common-wealth may have 
more uſeful and creditable Members daily 
added to it; that fo all Men may ſee, that 
the conſcientious Practice of the Chriſtian 
Religion is one of the greateſt Benefits to 
humane Society, even in this Life, inaſ- 
much. as it obliges all who profeſs it, to 
contribute all they can towards the gene- 
ral Good of all Men, not only by abſtain- 

ing from all Evil, but by being ready to e- 


very good Work. And this may ſerve for a 
general Rule to all Perſons, of what Pro- 
teſſion or Condition ſoever they be, that 
they are, by being Chriſtians, obliged to 
employ and improve the ſeveral Advanta- 
ges and Opportunities which God has given 
them, to the good of others. And this 
may likewiſe ſhew us, in ſome Meaſure, 
what State and Condition of Life, when 
we have opportunity of chuſing it, is moſt 
perfect and pleaſing to God, and moſt a- 
greeable to the Nature and Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion, namely, that which is 
Active, and employed in doing Good. 
Tis not a retiring out of the World, but a 
living in it to the Good and Benefit of o- 
thers, which is moſt likely to make our 
Light ſhine befors Men, and therefore - 
* e 


: * : | "9 4 
* -& 


16 A Sermon Preached to the Societies 


” & 


moſt agreeable to the Precept in my Fext. 
For how ſafe ſoever a monaſtick Solitude 
may be in reſpect of a Man's ſelf, as it 
keeps him out of the Way of many Tem- 
ptationsof the World; yet *tis certain it 
cannot be ſo beneficial to the reſt of the 
World, unleſs it be wholly employed in 
ſuch Studies as are of great Uſe to thoſe 
who live a more publick Life; and conſe. 
* quently it is not to be eſteemed the End 
_ of Chriſtian Perfection: Nor can it juſtly 
be called Religion; if there be any Light 
in it, *tis too much hid under a Buſhel, 
and cannot meke others ſee thoſe good 
Works which ſhoyld induce them to Tri. 
fie our Father which is in Heaven. This 
leads me to conſider, „ 
III. That the End intended by making 
gur Light thus ſhine before Men, ought to 
be the Glory of God. Tis not our ' own 
Praiſe or Commendation that ought to be 
our Motive even to the beſt Actions we 
do, but that God may thereby be glorified. 
And by this Conſideration, we may eaſil 
reconcile this Precept of our Saviour with 
that Caution which He gives in the next 


Chapter; Tale heed that ye do not your Alms 
before Men, to be ſeen of them: Otherwiſe ye 
have no Reward of your Father which is in 
Heaven. For the principal Deſign of that 
Caution is, to forbid all Vanity and Oſten- 
| tation 
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tation in Almſgiving, Prayer, or Faſting, 
ſuch as the Hypocrites —_ the Pha- 
riſees were proatly guilty ; of, ut not to 
forbid even the open Exerciſe of publick 
Devotion, or publick Charity. It was to 
guard againſt doing Actiens 2 
good, upon a corrupt ls or u 
thy Motive, which is enough to ſpoil the 
very beſt Actions: But it was not do- 
ſigned to prevent us from making Uſe of 


publick and open Means of doing good. 
ol the 


So long as the Glory of God, 
good of our Neighbour, is the only Mo- 
tive to ſuch Actions, and not a Deſire to 
be ſeen of Men, to gain their Praiſe or 


Applauſe, we ought to proceed in them 


with all Diligence and Cheerfulneſs. But 
if we expect our Reward from Men, let 
it be either their Praiſe or Intereſt, we muſt 
be content with that; for we are to look 
for no Reward from our Father which is in 
Heaven, for ſuch Actions. Whereever the 
Motive is worldly and temporal, we muſt not 
expect that the Reward ſhould be heavenly 
and eternal. But when our Hearts are firſt 
purified by Faith in God, our Actions 
will then be acceptable to him, and, 
whatever we do will be directed to his 
Glory; and when this is laid down as a 
Foundation, then an exemplary Life and 
Converſation in all Virtue and Piety, and 
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eſpecially a Fruitfulneſs in every g. 

b Work F bh which others. may. e 
nefit, is the moſt proper and effectual 
Means of glorifying. God; as it is the 
ſureſt Evidence we can give of our Love 
and Obedience to him. The Imitation of 
his divine Perfections, is the greateſt Ho- 
nour we can pay him; and if we ſincerely 
imitate him, in doing good to the unthank- 
ful, and the Evil, and where we can hope 
for no Return, then it becomes an Act of 
Faith and Truſt in him; *tis an Act of 
Religion, and a Sacrifice well. pleaſing to 
Goa. 7 15 2 
A good Jiſe, with an hearty and zealous 
Concern to do all Ads of Kindneſs and 
good Will to others, is likewiſe the beſt 
Expedient to win over others to the 
Chriſtian Religion, and thereby of bringing 
them to glorify God in the Acknow- 
ledgment of his Truth. The Apoſtles 
earneſtly preſs upon all Chriftians this 
Way of recommending the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, that all who were Strangers to it, 
might either be converted, or at leaſt 
might be aſhamed, when they had no 
evil Thing to ſay againſt thoſe who profeſt 
it, Dearly beloved, ſays St. Peter, I beſeech 
you as Strangers and Pilgrims, to abſtain 
from fleſhly Laſts, which war ꝙainſt the Soul; 
Having your Converſation honeſt among the 
| | 1 Gen- 
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4s evil Doers, they may,” by your good Works, 
which they ſhhall behold, glorify God in the 
Day of Viſitation, 1 Pet. ii. 12. 
And agreeably to ſuch Exhortations, 
the Chriſtians of the firſt Ages were 


wonderfully induſtrious to propagate the 


Faith of Chriſt this Way; they were truly 
thankful to God Almighty, for having 
called them out of Darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous Light, and thought the trueſt 
Way of expreſſing their Gratitude, was 
to make this Light ſhine to others alſo, 


that more might daily be — to 


glorify God ſor it; and the Effect was 
anſwerable. When Men were brought 
to ſee what an happy Change this Do- 
Arine made in the Lives and Manners 
of thoſe who ſubmitted to it, it ſtruck 
them with Admiration, and they could 
not hold out. againſt ſuch Means of Con- 
vigion, but were forced to own, that 
God was among them of 4 Trath. And 


if all that now call themſelves Chriſtians, 


were as ſincere in uſing the ſame Means, 


the like Effect would again follow. 


And now to apply what has been hitherto 
ſaid, to the preſent Occaſion: Ye have heard, 
my Brethren, that it is the Duty of every 
Chriſtian fo to behave himſelf, that his 
nn = Light 
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Light may ſhine before Men in ſuch Manner, 
that they Low Reaſon to glorify God 
for.it: Ye have heard that the Means pre- 
ſcribed for doing this is, the Practice of eve- 
ry good Work; and that the End which we, 
ought toaim at, is the Glory of God: Let me 
therefore earneſtly exhort you all to make 
the Precept in my Text your Rule and Di- 
rection. We live in an Age which would 
take it ill, to be be thought to be in great 
Want of the Light of Inſtruftion ; but yet 
by the Lives of too many, we may ſee that 
ſomething is wanting to make that Light 
which we have among us, ſhine ſo clear as 
it ought to do. Though we live not among 
ſuch as openly profeſs themſelves to be Hea- 
thens and Unbelievers, yet we live among 
many who walk. ſo that they are Enemies of the 
Grofs of Chri#, whoſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe 
God is their Belly, who glory in their Shame, and 
who mind earthly Things only. And though I 
would willingly hope, that this Age is not 
worſe than thoſe that went before it, but 
that by your Chriftian Endeavours ſome 
Stop has been put at leaſt to ſome Kinds 
of open and daring Wickedneſs and Impiety; 
yet let me obſerve, that every Age = 
naturally of it ſelf be growing worſe, if it 
be let alone: And therefore as the natural 

Frailty of every Man makes the Practice 
of Perſonal Repentance frequently neceſſa- 


ry 


Cor 


. 27 . 
or 
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ry in all the Stages of Liſe; beranſe; in ma 
Things we all offend; ſo Publick. Vice an 
ion of Magners will be conſtantly 
ſpringing up afreſh, and require a conſtant 
Reformation; and that 5 Work 
may proſper in your Hands, ſuffer, I heſeech 
you, theſe few Words of Exhortation. 
1. Let your firſt and principal Care be; 
1 8 good Example by your own Life 


* 


Converſation. This I have ſhewn to 


be every Man's Duty, who proſeſſes him- 


ſelf a Chriſtian : And if any Thing can add 


to this Obligation, it is the conſidering your 
ſelves as Perſons intending to reclaim and 
reform others; but it will be an effectual 
Bar to this, if your own Lives are not firſt 


reformed : If you have not the Conſcience 


of your own Sincerity to bear. you up 


againſt the Reproaches of thoſe Sinners, 


whom you ſhall attempt to correct, you 


will go but very faintiy to work; for yon 


can never hope to make them aſhamed of 
any Thing, wherein they receive the leaſt 
Countenance from your Practice. At him- 
ſelf and his own Family therefore, let eve- 


ry Man firſt begin, that ever hopes to da 
good upon others. And if all that complain 


of the Viciouſneſs of the Age would take 
this Courſe, the Number of thoſe that want 


to be reformed, would be much leſs; and 


this Courſe every Man may take, how pri- 


vate 
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not ſo bad, that he ſhall need to fear any 
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vate ſoever his Station be; and the Age is 


great Danger from it: They that have been I * 
our Compamons formerly, when ve J 


wrought the Will of the Gentiles in Laſci- 
viouſneſs, Luſts, Exceſs of Wine, and other 
9 Practices, may, for a - Time, 
think it ſtrange that we run not with them 
to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, and may ſpeak 
evil of us; but inwardly they will rather be 
aſbamed of themſelves : They may in Time 
be wrought upon by our good Example; 
but if they will not, yet we ſhall at leaſt have 
the Comfort of a good Conſcience to ſup- 
port us againſt all their Evil-ſpeaking ; and 
the Protection of the Law, and the Favour. 
of all good Men, to defend us againſt any 
other Harm they can do us. But, 
2. To our own good Life and Example, 
we muſt add, a charitable Zeal for the good 
of others; this will prompt all of us, in eur 
feveral Stations, to endeavour by all proper 
Means to promote the Good of our Neigh- 
bours as our own, which we muſt not think 
to conſiſt only in relieving their outward 
Neceſſities, but much more in reducing 
them to the Practice of Virtue and Religion, 
that they may become uſeful Members of 
the Publick; and if we cannot do this, yet at 
leait in reſtraining them from the open and 
licentious Practice of. thoſe Vices, * ma 
ge ü — 
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have ſo pernicious an Influence upon the 
Publick, by corrupting the Mindsand Man- 
ners of others, and by drawing down the 
Judgments of Heaven upon a Nation where 
ſuch Provocations are long ſuffered with 
Impunity. If we can by any Means convert 
a Sinner from the Error of his Way, the Apoſtle 


tells us, we ſhall ſave 4 Soul from Death, and 


hide 4 Multitade of Sins, Jam. v. 20. But if 
we cannot have this happy Influence upon 
the Sinner himſelf, yet at leaft we may do 
ſome good 1n preventing others from being 
infected by his ill Example; and to this every 
one ought to lend an helping Hand. We 
of the Clergy are by our Office obliged to 
reprove, rebuke,and exhort, with all long. ſuffering 
and Doctrine, in Meekueſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give 
them Repentance to the acknowledging of the © 
Truth, 2 Tim. iv. 2. ii. 25. But they 
that want our Reproof moſt, endeavour to 
keep out of the Reach of it; and if they do 
atany Time give us the Hearing, they are 
ready to look upon it as our Trade and Bu- 
fineſs to preach ſuch Things; but they ſcorn 
to take our Advice, becauſe it is our Profeſſi- 
on and our Intereſt to give it; as if our ear- 
neſt Concern for them that they might be 
ſaved, were a Reaſon for reſuſing the Means 
of Salvation, when they are offered by 
us. Upon ſuch Sinners, perhaps the ſe- 


rious Advice and ſober Reproof of a Lay- 


man, 
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man, would ſometimes have a better Effeci, 
it would however let them ſee,that we are 
not ſingular in our Opinion oi the Danger 
of 4 wicked Courſe of Lite ; but that all 
other good Chriſtians think themfelves obs 
liged by that Advice of the Apoltle as well 
as we, of having no Fellowſhip with the unfraits 
ful Works of Darkneſs, but rather reproving 
them, Eph. v. 11. And therefore let me be- 
ſeech all of you, that have any Concern for 
the Souls of your Brethren, as you have 
Opportunity, to be aſſiſtant to us in this 
Way. This is the trueſt Reſpect you can 
ſhew to our Office, when you endeavour to 
make our Labours effectual to the Salvation 
of all Men. 5 
But Advice and Reproof alone is not ſuf- 
ficient, where Sinners have paſt all the Re. 
ſtraints of Shame and Modeſty; with theſe 
therefore other Methods muſt be uſed. St. 
Jude gives us this Direction, that of ſome 
Sinners we ſhould. have Compaſſion, (or 
treat them more tenderly than others) 
making a Difference ; but that others we ſhould 
fave with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire; 
i. e. ſhould take a more ſevere Courſe 
with them, and by a proper Correction 
terrify them, if poſſible, from the Com- 
miſſion of thoſe Sins to which they have 
ſo enſlaved themſelves, that no other 
Method of Perſuaſion will prevail e 
I. them. 


i Reformation of Ham. 23 
ANN Indeed where the Fear of humane 
uniſhment, is the only Thing that keeps 
en from the purſuing of their unruly. 
uſts: and Paſſions, though the Men ate 
ſtrained, yet we cannot ſay they are re. 
ormed; but yet if by ſuch Means they can 
> brought to a cool and ſerious Confide- 
ation, ſo that their natural Conſcience 
ay have Time to.awake, they may, by 
he Grace of God, be brought to a better 
ind, and at length be wrought upon by 
he Motives of Religion; and no doubt 
but many have become true Penitents 
n the End by ſuch Steps. But however 
t may fail in Particulars, yet you who 
re Magiſtrates, to whom the Execution of 
he Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Im- 
orality is entruſted, ought not to fail in 
doing, your Duty: Le are to be 4 Terror to 
Evil Doers, or elſe you bear the Sword in 
uin, and your Country may, juſtly charge 
You with all the Evil it ſhall ſuffer by 
our Negligence. But if you do your 
Duty truly, without Fear of Man, all 
true Lovers of their Country will be ready 
to aſſiſt you, both with their Prayers and 
their Endeavours ; thoſe that are reclaim- 
ed by you; will hereafter bleſs you; and 
the Favour .of all good Men, and above 
all, the Bleſſing of God will be with you. 
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3. And. Loft, Let every one that 
engaged ir zun, good Work, look to the 
| Integrity of his own Heart; that the 
Motive of his Proceedings, or End u 
which he direfts them, be the Glory d 
God, and not the ſerving of any baſe 0 

worldly Deſign. When the Honour d 
God, and the Good of your Neighbou, 
are the prevailing Principles by which yot 
govern your ſelves, your Proceeding 
will be ſteady and uniform, and you need 
not be afraid of the Slanders and Cx 
lumnies of wicked Men, nor of the un 
kind Suſpicions and Prejudices of ſome 
well-meaning Perſons, who are too eaſily 
impoſed upon tq your Diſadvantage, by 
the falſe Repreſentations which the Emil 
aries of Satan make of you. Your Re. 
joycing will be this, the Teftimony of you 
own Conſciences, that in Simplicity and God 
Sincerity ye have had your Converſation i 
the World. I hope IT ſhall not need to fa 
much upon this to you, who haye volun: 
Bly enter*d into Societies for the mom 
effectual promoting e f Ma 
ners, fince you have ſo often challenge 
your Adverſaries to diſcover where the) 
havefever found any ſuch Practice amony 
your, Members, as could give juſt Suſps 
cion of any ſuch unworthy Motives, 4 
ſome have raſhly and uncharitably fug; 


. 


geſted. And your Care in this particu- 
lar, that your Good be not evil ſpoken of, 
deſerves to be commended. And when 
you have taken this Care to avoid all 
Appearance of Evil, be not diſcouraged 
at the Revilings of wicked Men, for 
that is what muſt be expected from ſuch 
as hate to be reformed ; and *tis what 
has ever been the Lot of all ſuch as have 
ſet themſelves to oppoſe the Corruptions 
of the World ; but this ought not to abate 
your Zeal for the Honour of God, but 
only to make you the more careful that 
you give them no Occaſion to ſpeak re- 

roachfully, that ſo, in the End, they may 
js aſhamed, who falſly accuſe your good 
| Converſation in Chriſt, And to this, you 
ought always to add your earneſt Prayers, 
that God would make all your ſincere 
and conſcientious Endeavours effectual, 
to the ſuppreſſing of Vice and Prophane- 
neſs, and to turning Men from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God, that 
in the End they may receive an Inheritance 
among them that are ſanctiſied. 


Now I pray God, that your whole Spirit, 
and Soul, and Body, may be wojoncd 
unblameable unto the Coming of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
I 
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1 OF THE 
PROGRASS made in the 


* of Ladd Minu 


And Places adjacent, 
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Seger for Promoting a 
Reformation of Manners; 


By furthering the Execution of the LAWS 
againſt Prophaneneſs and * 4 
and other Chriſtian Methods. 


NHE fd SOCLIETIBS have; ia Purſu: 
ance of their Deſign, from the 255 of De- 
ember I 17, to the Firſt of Derember kf Pros 
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ſecuted wers ſorts of Offenders, viz. . 


(Lewd and Diſorderly Practices. 1253 

Keeping of Bawdy and Diſorderly 7 TRE 

| Houſes 7 E WE: 31. 
Exercifing their Trades or or inary d 

For Callings on the Lord's: Day 49 

Prophane Swearing and Curkng 105 


1 Drunkennefs 
(Keeping Ras Gaming Houſes 1 7 


. 


E Impiety and Debauchery had gone 
I on ſpreading and increaſing among us 
for the laſt Nine and Twenty Tears, at that 

rodigious rate as they did for many Years - 
before: we had aſſuredly been one of the 
moſt profligate Nations in the Chriſtian 


World; and that under the cleareſt Light 


and greateſt Advantages for the knowing and 
practiſing our Duty, of almoſt any other 
Nation, which muſt,probably, have reduced 
us to a very miſerable Condition long before 
now; but by the Bleffing,of Gop upon the 
various Endeavours of the Societies of ſeye- 
ral Sorts, for Promoting Religion and Re- 
formation of Manners, a wonderful Check 
hath been given to the Prevalency of the 
moſt ſcandalous Vices, and, in many Inftan- 


ces, a viſible Reformation has enſued. 


Tux Reaſonableneſs of uniting in Societies, 
ſor the more effectual carrying on a Work 
of this Nature, need not be further prov'd, 
after what has been ſaid with ſo much Ad- 
vantage upon that Subject in the Annual 
Reformation Sermons; as alſo by the Excellent 
Author of the Whole Duty of Man, who, in 
luis Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of Chri- 
ſtian Prety,hath this remarkable Paſſage : The 
Scandal, faith he, brought upon Religion, as it 
was not contracted by the Irregularities of one or 
two Perſons, but by aſſociatgd and common Crimes; 


fo 
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7 neither will it be removed by a few ſingle and 
RAM Reformations, There 21 2 | 
tions and publick Confederacies in Virtue, to 
balance and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or the will 
never recover that Honour which ſhe acquires by 
the general Piety of her Profeſſors. © - _.. 


 Taanxs be to Goo, many. ſuch Com- 
binations and publick Confederacies are 
now in Being, who make it a great Part 
of their Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſociated as well 


as particular Offenders. 


„Tu Societies for Reformation of Manners. 
are eminently. of that Number: And the 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible 
from what has been actually brought about 
by means of the faid Societies, beyond what 
could have been hoped for from any private 
Endeavours. Multitudes, for 21 Tears laſt 
paſt, have been . proſecuted, and puniſhed 
according to Law, for lewd and ſcandalous 
Practices. Great Numbers of Bawdy-Houſ- 
es, and other Diſorderly Houſes, have been 
ſuppreſſed and ſhut up, and. the Streets were 
very much purged from the wretched Tribe 
of Night-walking Proſtitutes,and moſt deteſtable 
Sodomites, Many young Men, taken with 
| lewd Women, have, by their being brought 
to timely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſ- 
couraged and turned (as we have Reaſon to 
Hy A 2 hope) 
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hope) from following ſuch ſinful Courfes, 


which often cauſe them to defraud their 
Parents, Maſters, Cc. and bring themſelves 
to utter Ruine. Moreover, many Thouſands 
of Books have been diſperſed by theſe Societier 
throughout the Kingdom, and put into the 


Hands af lewd and prophane Perſons, to 


awaken them to a Senſe of their Sins. By 
theſe various Methods, many Perſons have, 


by the Bleſſing of Gop, been brought to 


a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and tho? 
they have at firſt been exafperated againſt 
the Inſtruments of awakening them out of 
their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping them 
in their ſinful Courſes ; yet haye afterwards 
bleffed Gop for their Recovery, and been 
heartily thankful to thoſe, who have been 

ſerviceable to them therein. [555 


| 1211 Undertaking, begun b 2 ve 
few Perſons, has mightily Wes 1 i 00 
only in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. 


And the great Good which, by Go »'s 


Bleſſing, has been done by the ſaid Societies, 
has very much animated their Endeavours. 
They have likewiſe been encouraged 1 

of Sel- 


feveral Royal Proclamations, Orders 


fions, Preſentments of Grand-Juriesin many 
Counties in England; by the Lord-Mayors 
and Court of Aldermen of the City of 
London; by many Sermons of the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops, and other eminent 

| 5 Divines, 


— 


E11 
Divines, preached to the Societies, and pub- 
liſhed throughout the Kingdom; and by the 

Writings of other learned Men ; as alſo by 
the ſolemn Approbation of a conſiderable 
Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and the Honourable Judges of England and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churches. OT) [roo 4 


IT muſt be confeſſed, That Prophaneneſs 
and Debauchery da ſtill roo much abound ; 
yet it cannot be deny'd, but that they are 
reformed in their various Branches, to a 
very remarkable Degree; from whence ?tis 
evident, that ſince this Work has had ſuch 
conſiderable Succeſs, notwithſtanding the 
many and great Difficulties it has ſtruggled 
with, much greater Advances might have 
been expected, had there been a more ge- 
neral and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of 
all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to 
the Greatneſs ofthe Concern, 


Trose therefore tha: have 2 juſt Zeal 
_ forthe Honour of Go p and Religion; who 
defire to prevent the Spreading of the Le- 
proſie of Sin; who are unwilling to have 
their Children, and other Relations, or their 
Friends and Servants, corrupted by ill Ex- 
amples and wicked Allurements: Thoſe that 
ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and 
hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- 

be Figs | ners, 
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ners, the CHARITY-SCHOOLs; and 
would be heartily grieved to ſee the Chri. 
ſtian Inſtruction and pious Education that 
Children receive therein miſcarry, through. 
prevailing open Temptations to Wicked. 
neſs: Thoſe, laſtly, who have any due 
Love to their Country, and would prevent 
a National Guilt, and thereby keep» off 
National Judgments, cannot poſſibly, one 
would think, but heartily approve and aſhſt 
this Uſeful Deſign for Suppreſſing Prophane- 
neſs and Immorality. ona 165 


Now, Whereas ſome have moſt malici- 
ouſly infinuated, That it is not Refor- 
mation Which is intended, but the 
getting of Money from the Delin- 
-quents ; and by ſuch baſe and vile 
Reports, have impoſed on ſome very 
well-meaning People, It is hereby 
declared to the World, That ſuch a 
Charge upon theſe Societies is ab- 
ſolutely falſe. It is allowed, that 

there have been ſome baſe and wick- 

ed Perſons, (not engag'd,orin the leaſt 

concerned in the Societies for Refor- 

mation of Manners) who have ex- 
torted Money from Offenders, and 

{ometimes from honeſt Men. But 

all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted 
by theſe Societies, (who, it is well 
known, have ſtrictly enquired = 
| uc 
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ſuch Perſons, and when diſcover'd, 
have brought them to Puniſhment) 
nor do they know or believe, that 
any engaged in theſe Societies are 
chargeable therewith. And to pre- 
vent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſ- 
picion of a mercenary Deſign or 
Principle, in any that act in the Bu- 


ſineſs of Reformation, the GENTLEMEN 
concernꝰd have all along recommend- 
ed it, and indeed inſiſted upon it 
with thoſe of the Societies, who have 
given Informations againſt Vice or 


Prophanene ſ, that they ſhould never 


receive that Part of the Penalty 
which the Law allows the Informer; 
and it has not come to their Know- 
ledge, in upwards of Twenty Tears 


time, that any one Perſon of thoſe 


Societies have acted otherwiſe. 
However, if at any Time hereafter 
it ſhould happen, that any Perſon 
'or Perſons, concerned in any of the 
Societies for Promoting Reformation 
of Manners, ſhould be chargeable 
with any of the evil Practices before- 


mentioned, or even with taking the 


Reward which the Law allows them, 
it is humbly requeſted of all that are 
heartily concerned for the Intereſt of 
Religion, that they will give them 
Notice thereof. 
FE. 
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